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15 March 2018 
 
Dear Gordon, 
 
CONSULTATION ON A NEW ENTERPRISE AGENCY FOR THE SOUTH OF SCOTLAND 
 
Today, the Scottish Government launches a consultation on a new Enterprise Agency for the 
South of Scotland.  I have enclosed a copy of the consultation with this letter.  
 
As you know, we have committed to establishing through primary legislation a new public body, 
the South of Scotland Enterprise Agency, to operate in the local authority areas of the Scottish 
Borders and Dumfries & Galloway.  In our Programme for Government, we committed to 
preparing the necessary legislation this year and this consultation is an important part of that 
process.   
  
We have set out three overarching objectives for the agency: to drive forward the economy, to 
sustain and grow communities, and to capitalise on people and resources.   The agency will 
have a leading role in driving inclusive growth, increasing competitiveness and tackling inequality 
in the area. It provides an opportunity to do things differently tailored to the opportunities and 
economic context of the area and contributing to improved productivity and a step-change in 
growth.  These were informed by views emerging from the Enterprise and Skills Review.  
 
Our consultation builds on that earlier work and seeks views on the detailed activity the agency 
could undertake and the powers it needs to deliver our vision for the South of Scotland.  
 
The consultation will run for 12 weeks and will close on 7 June 2018. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 

 
 

KEITH BROWN 
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